Dear Reader:

This lesson was delivered Jan. 4, 1959 on the T.V. program,

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE TEACHY (KTVH,‘Wichita-Hutchinson, Kansas) with the hope
that it would prove beneficial to those who viewed and heard.

And now to you who will read, with but few exceptions, this lesson
deals with the prophetic Word of God, to show that it was in the mind of God
to set up a spiritual Kingdom, to which all nations of the earth may be
added.

Our hopes are that you will carefully investigate the contents of the
lesson, and that you may have a clearer conception of God's spiritual
Kingdom,

Any questions you have regarding this lesson will be kindly dealt
with.

--W. R, Murray

Church of Christ

1739 Elpyco
Wichita, Kansas
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l. Friends, thisz lesson .s designed for wvou; it is written in the

of weoc's Kingdom, for my tonic

€. Iry lesson is made much easier as a result of the very splendid

weeks azo by Philip Slate, of the Emporis ave.
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church of Christ; his lesson Jdemonstrated the Bible to he ths solse
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cuthority in religion. Having establishe as the vroper
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gious authority, therefore, the remarks in this lesson should
crove helvful to those of you who desire & betler understanding of
the Kiwgdom of Cod in Prophecy.

3. Before going into the lesson vrover, it is necessary to de-
Tire the terms to he used:
a&. By "Hinzdom of Gol' iz meant, s sniritusl inetitution,

compesed of mer and women of every nsticn under heaven."

W o e ) . - . . .
b. "In pronhecy” simoly means that "in ages vast God Jeclared
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erances, that His Kingdom would
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through Fig “ord, iun pronhLetic ubt

4. Iy approzch to *this subject is this: I will go into theas
prophetic utterances in cetail in order to zet the facts clearly

tefore you., I hone you Find them nrofifable.

1. The scope of my Jesson may be erpressed in the iLhree following
things I vlan to do
a. To show it to rave besn in the mind ¢of Fod in szes past
Te set up a spiritual kingdom.
b. Do point out some o1 he vassages in Jod's Yinrd relative fo

bt ‘,»1“‘1 BRI R }";:l'lf,'v‘|13\v.‘ilf.
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v .1 A% aA.D. Jesus euid, "And - s~y unto ftre- truy thou art

Duter, wnd upon this rock I will build my churcr (or 'kinycdow," as

thev =re used synonomously in

rell will not »~revail against
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Mote: Theae few nmesiges of vronhetic scrivnturs have been gilver

tith only one =wurvose in nind, and thst is to show that 1* wrg in the

neoof Fod in woes st to set un His Wingdon. Faving establisbhed

ig, therefore, i+t ¢ now necessary L0 »0 into these »Huasizer and
it out chursclteristics of the ~ingdom mentioned ir Provhec:.

el

Following wre some cherts., They noint out in chrosolozial

cer gome of the hiskh voints Ir the nigsfzes flrewdy guoted

. lzat & (Eeb,
Lordi': Ieouse established

il thhe lasf d&ys 1:1":’_)

' S CEoTMam, Folby
Lxaul®te~ above the hills [Isa., £ 07-7F)
411 ==tions flow unto it  (3al. &:26-9)
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sch us of his ways (Jno. d6:44-0)
Word of Lord fro: Jerusaler (Lk. £4:40-7)
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Dar, £:44-F (608 B. 2.)

tliese Xings

35 shall set up Wingzoow
chtroyeo

to other neonle

p?cces these kingcoms

at this noint in our study, it seems nrofituable to enauve 11
tle wmore detziled ztudy of the inclidents rmentionec ir Dan, 2:44rf,
Lenuchedrezzer had this terrible dream, wnd neliher he nor any

Fig wise men i(astrologers or magicieus) were =kble to intergret it,

iel, & Jewish captive, was culled to internret the dream for the

£, Dauiel told “im of 3abylon being the "hesd of gold" on the

.o tis b thaee ofhier Wiuaodoms were te Tollow nis,



Th: second kingdom which arose was the Medo-Persian kingdom,
A very interesting incident took vnlace during the defeat of the first
kingdom by the second under Cyrus.

"Cyrus on his way to Babylon came to the banks of the Gyndes
a stream which . . . empties itself into the River Tigris.
"iihen Cyrus reached this stream, which could not be passed in
boats, one of the sacred white horses accompanying the march
. . . marched into the water, and tried to cross by himselfl;
but the current seized him, swept him along with it, and
drowned him in its depths. Cyrus, cnragcd at the insolence
of the river, threatencd to break its strength, that in the
future even women should cross it, sagily, without wetting
their kneecs. .«ccordingly he put off for a time his attack

on Babylon, and dividing his army into two parts, he marked
out by ropes 180 trenches on eauch side of the Gyndes, lead-
ing off from it in all directions, and setting his army to
dig, some on one side of the river, some on the other. He
sccomplished his threat by the aid of so great & number of
hands. . . .

'Having accomplished this, "Cyrus with the first soproach of
the ensuing Spring, marched against Babylon. The Babylonians
encamped without the walls, aweiting his coming. A battle
waes fought at a short distance from the city, in which the
Bahylonians were defeatc” by the Persian King, whercunon they
shut themselv.s up ¢né » de light of his selge, havines laid
in storce wrovivions for msny years in vrevarution against
thig attrnclk. . . .

"Cyrus was riow roduced to great perplexity . . . In this dis-
tress either someone madc the suggestion to him, or he thought
of & plan himself, which he proceeded to nut into execcution.
He placed @ portion of his army at the point where the river
Euphretes enters thoe city . . . with orders to march into
Babylon by the bed of the stream, &s soon as thc water bocams
shallow enough: . . . he turncd the Euphrates by a canal

into the basin, which was then a marsh, on which the river
sank to svch an extent that the natursel bed became fordable.
Hercupon *hc Pcreisans who had been left for the purposc at
3abvlon by the river side, cntered the stream, which had

now surk o us ‘to rouch vbout mid-wasy up & man's_thigh, =nd
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thus they wntores into Babylon and defesated 1t.

after the full of Babylon, the liedo-Persian kingdom lasted for s
rumber of vears; but another great warrior arose and defeated the
Poreians. This man was alexunder the Great. His kingdom was sanother
surld emnire. Alsxander's kingdom was followed by anotihier, the fourth
gre:ni world emuire, It was in the days of the fourth world Kkingdom

thet Deriel ouid God's sverlusting Kingdom would b: ostrrelished.
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1., Ferodotus, Persiun wars., bon, 102-103.




Chart #III
Dan. 7:13-14 (555 B, C.)

Saw in the night visions

One like the Son of man

Came with the clouds of heaven

Came to Ancient of days

Given dominion, glory, and a kingdom
411 nations should serve him
Everlasting dominion

Kingdom shall not pass away

Chart =1V
(30 4. D.)
Kingdom of God at hand  (Matt. 4:17) Jesus
" noowowmow (Matt. 3:1~2) John
" TR n n (Matt. 10:7) the twelve

1! L H 114 cone
nigh (k. 10:9) the seventy

Note: This demonstrates that the Kingdom had not been established as yet, but

that the time was drawing near for it to "come."

Chart #V
(41 A, D.)
Disciples taught to pray for its coming (Matt. 6:9-10)
Chart #VI
(32 A. D.)
Kingdom would come
Before some tasted death (ik. 9:1)
would come with power
Chart #VII
(32 4, D.)
Will build my church (kingdom
Gates of hades not to prevail against it (latt. 16:18)
Give keys to enter
CONCLUSION

In closing, it seems good to mention in chart form the main characteristics

ot the Kingdom of God as it has been described in prophecy.



prophaecy
Chart #VIII

CHARACTERISTICS OF GOD'S KINGDOM:

Last days

All nations
Jerusalem

Come with power
Bternal in nature
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One observation is in place: for men to find God's Kingdom today, it will
be necessary for that Kingdom to have the proceeding identifying characteristics,
It is hoped these comments have been profitable to you. The purpose of

this lesson has been to point out the characteristics of God's Kingdom as
revealed in prophecy. A detailed lesson on the fulfillment of these prophetic
statements will be discussed by "Hlburn C, Hill in a subsequent lesson,

--W. R. Murray



